
Wielding the Future:
PREDICTING THE

FUTURE  VS. CREATING 
THE FUTURE
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To Weild or To Use
• Building the power of prophecy is about 

creating a new future
• While most Christian prophets operate in the 

norm of simply predicting the future based on 
the current circumstances.
• However, creating a new future is about 

speaking forth a reality that is so different from 
what is going on in the present. 
• It is about tapping into the creative power of 

our Creator to build the Kingdom of God here 
on earth.
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To Weild or To Use
• The future is a tool we use to distinguish the 

present. 
• If a person views the future to be “the same old 

story,” then the present will be lived as such. 
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To Weild or To Use
• On the other hand, if the person uses his 

imagination to distinguish a new future — one 
that is totally different from one’s present 
condition — then this person can use this 
future to build a new way of being today in 
order to make this new future a reality. 
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To Weild or To Use
• The future is something we can use to make us 

powerful today. 
• Our dreams give us a picture of a future we 

desire. 
• As we create a life that allows us to live out our 

dreams,  we are essentially writing a new story 
for our lives.
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Align it with Your Expectations
• Dreams. Ambitions. Goals. Future. 

Possibilities. 
• These are among the things that we look 

forward to each day.
• These fuel our motivation. 
• Our expectation of tomorrow is what keeps us 

hopeful today. 
• This is one of the factors that dictate our 

moods.
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Align it with Your Expectations
• Our view of the future influences the 

disposition we have in the present. 
• As the Bible teaches us, “if we hope for what 

we do not see, we wait for it with patience” 
(Rom. 8:25). 
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Align it with Your Expectations
• That is why we look forward to tomorrow.
• That is why we are ecstatic to receive our 

promotions. 
• That is why we are hopeful to make our 

businesses grow. It is because there’s a future 
that we are holding on to.
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Align it with Your Expectations
• Once we hold and use a clear picture of 

tomorrow, our perspective of the future will 
transform. 
• In setting our moods, we need to look forward 

and look into the possibilities of the future. 
• Through this, we can have something that will 

encourage us and keep our outlooks positive. 
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Align it with Your Expectations
• Our complacencies would be replaced by 

passion and our resignation by ambition.
• Fernando Flores tells us, “And so we find that 

to manage our own moods and cultivate 
enduring strong morale, we need a different 
understanding of the future as well.”
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Align it with Your Expectations
• So what future are you holding on to now?
• What future are you wielding today? 
• Align your current moods with your dreams. 
• In order for you to maintain a healthy 

disposition, you need to wield the future and 
view it as something bright and promising. 



Proverbs 23:18
18 Surely there is a future, and your hope will not 
be cut off.



Future-oriented Species
• Steven Johnson, author of "Farsighted: 

How We Make the Decisions that Matter 
the Most", he points out that the ability to 
make long-term decisions intentionally is 
a unique characteristic of a human being. 
• Dogs don’t really have 10-year plans.



Future-oriented Species
• Human beings are actually studying how 

to make better and more accurate 
decisions over the years.
• According to Leadership guru Simon 

Sinek, most people struggle with 
maintaining a long-term perspective is 
because of how we operate in the 
present, without wielding the future as a 
tool. 



Future-oriented Species
• Parents raise an obedient child, instead 

of an inquisitive one.
• Businesses want to close a sale, rather 

than build a customer relationship. 
• Companies are more attentive to 

quarterly earnings, than the growth of 
individuals. 



Future-oriented Species
•  Most people do not achieve their dreams, 

and remain in the current is because of a 
short-sighted way of being.



The Future and Change
• Part of the challenge why wielding the 

future is the fact that change needs to 
occur to create a new future.
• Otherwise, the absence of change 

simply creates a default future.



The Future and Change
• You would simply live into different 

versions of the same old life you’ve 
been living in your life.
• Unfortunately, since life on this side of 

heaven is imperfect, we’ve made 
subconscious decisions to stay in fixed 
ways of beings that are no longer 
useful to our lives.



The Future and Change
• Facilitating change in others, and most 

especially within ourselves is tough. 
• Even when you believe in the future 

you desire to live in to, and how it can 
make the world a better place, status 
quo can still be more powerful and 
resistant.  



The Future and Change
•  There is a study that revealed that only 1 

in 9 people who underwent heart surgery 
were able to change their lifestyle.
• These people already had a strong 

motivation to change their ways — the 
possibility of death.
• Take that difficulty and multiply it by 10 or 

100 or 1000 or a million — this is what 
changing the world looks like.
• Change is hard.



The Power of Focus
• Using brain science, we can build 

a theoretical framework for using 
the future we desire to cause 
change and overcome this 
challenging task. 
• At the heart of the concept of 

wielding the future is the idea that 
it is the activity of attention itself 
that changes the brain. 



The Power of Focus
• When we are able to focus our 

attention on a certain thing long 
enough (i.e. when you are flowing, 
being creative, or “in-the-zone”) we 
can actually be able to accomplish 
amazing feats.
•  It is not just a carrot-and-stick 

approach to facilitating change, 
wherein people are motivated by 
rewards or punishment.



The Power of Focus
• The ability to focus the brain in 

itself is an achievement.
• Typically, the brain is noisy and 

chaotic, like an orchestra warming 
up — it doesn’t come close to 
sounding as beautiful as it does 
when the orchestra is already 
performing, does it?
• Focus is like bringing the orchestra 

together to play a piece of music. 



The Power of Focus
• Neuroscientists now think of 

attention as being a synchrony.
• It is how of brain gets in tune and 

working as a unit.
• Synchrony is a technical word, 

which pertains to how different 
neurons fire in similar ways at the 
same time. 



The Power of Focus
• When you are interested in 

something enough to pay close 
attention to it, different maps 
across the brain start working 
together, copying one another, 
collaborating, and form a pattern 
as a unit. 
• Creativity occurs in the synchrony 

of your mind. 



The Power of Focus
•  This is where you flow. This is 

where you experience being “in the 
zone”. 
• This is where you are most 

productive and you accomplish 
awesome things.



The Power of Focus
• Unfortunately, the noise in the 

brain affects neural synchrony
• When you get distracted by the 

day-to-day struggle and 
interruptions, you find it more 
difficult to make every piece in the 
orchestra of your mind to work 
together. 
• There is too much neuronal activity 

going on, an over-arousal from 
sensing a threat.



The Power of Focus
• Many brain regions are connected 

to a larger circuit to complete a 
specific task. 



The Power of Focus
• As they form this larger circuit, a 

gamma band electrical wave takes 
place in the brain — the fastest 
possible frequency of electrical 
activity your brain can 
accommodate — wherein it “binds” 
the circuit together, connecting 
disparate brain regions. 



The Power of Focus
• When different circuits fire 

synchronously, they work together.
• Paying close attention to an idea, 

an activity, or experience help 
create networks in the brain that 
can stay with you, wired together, 
and most of the time in your long-
term memory.



The Power of Focus
• As such exists in the long-term you 

are able to hold on to it long 
enough to make changes and 
action them out in the long run.



The Power of Focus
• Studying the method of how you 

pay attention can change the 
circuitry of the brain, not just over 
months, but even within a few 
weeks.
•  The power of focus can change 

the physiology of your brain. The 
act of observing, in and of itself, 
makes a difference in the material 
world. 



The Power of Focus
• This theory supports that when you 

are able to focus long enough on a 
certain idea, activity, or 
experience, then you are 
essentially able to change your 
behavior and habits.



The Power of Focus
• The brain is mutable. It is not fixed.
• It is the person who choose to 

keep it fixed. 
• The brain literally changes all the 

time. 



The Power of Focus
• It changes based on the noise 

around you, on the lighting, the 
weather, the way you eat, whom 
you talk to, the way you sit, or 
even what you wear. 
• The consistency of the human 

brain is that of a custard, it’s make 
up is more like a forest, rather than 
a computer. 
• It is alive, and changing.



The Power of Focus
• It’s not impossible, or even difficult 

to change your brain.
• You just need to put in the work to 

focus your attention in new ways. 



Wielding the Future to Facilitate Focus
• The future — because of its weight and significance to you and 

to other people — is something big enough for people to focus 
on. 
• Everyone is interested in knowing their future. 
• People are willing to exert effort so that they can have some 

taste of certainty for what is to come.
• The most inspirational people are able to get people to focus on 

a future that they desire to call forth into reality.



Wielding the Future to Facilitate Focus
• Martin Luther King Jr. is an example of a leader who led people 

to focus on a future for the identity and dignity of African 
Americans in the United States. 
• He was talking about a future that was far different from what 

they were experiencing during the time of his speech.
• Nevertheless, he was able to direct the minds of the people to 

think about the future he was talking about long enough that the 
civil rights movement pushed forward, changing the future of the 
country.



Wielding the Future to Facilitate Focus
• A common strategy to get people’s attention and to help them 

focus on what you want them to pay attention to is to tell a story. 
• A good story creates complex maps in the brain of people to 

hold different characters and events on stage. Stores point to 
some specific ideas at their core, which the storyteller wants 
others to understand. 



Wielding the Future to Facilitate Focus
• Oftentimes, the story involves a surprise connection within the 

story, a character who learns something unexpected. 
• Thus, the story becomes a delivery device for having people 

change their maps. 
• What is the story of the future you desire to live in to?



Wielding the Future to Facilitate Focus
• Another effective and direct way to focus attention is to ask the 

right questions, and to give them a gap to close.
• The brain is happy to close any gap, as long as it doesn’t take 

too much effort. 



Wielding the Future to Facilitate Focus
• Think about questions you can ask people to get them to 

consider the future you desire as the answer or the solution to 
your question. 
• What gaps can be created with the right question, which 

essentially help direct people’s mind to identifying what can 
bridge this said gap?



Keeping the Brain Concentrated
• It’s one thing to create new circuitry in 

your brain for a new future. 
• You’ve gotten your brain’s attention, and 

now you need to keep it “in-the-zone.” 
• If you want a specific new circuitry map 

in the brain to stay in place, it’s 
important to reactivate that map 
regularly. 



Keeping the Brain Concentrated
• Since attention changes the brain, and 

the brain pays attention to a lot of things, 
you must repetitively remind your brain 
to focus on the desired circuitry map.
• Real change requires repetition.
• The more you strengthen your habit of 

attention on the things you intend to 
focus on, the stronger your mind 
becomes on concentrating on such 
things.



Keeping the Brain Concentrated
• Since attention changes the brain, and 

the brain pays attention to a lot of things, 
you must repetitively remind your brain 
to focus on the desired circuitry map.
• Real change requires repetition.
• The more you strengthen your habit of 

attention on the things you intend to 
focus on, the stronger your mind 
becomes on concentrating on such 
things.



Keeping the Brain Concentrated
• The future is wielded to keep the brain 

focused. 
• You remind the brain of what future you 

desire and what you want to accomplish. 
• Attention density pertains to provision of 

repeated attention.



Keeping the Brain Concentrated
• Attention density is measured by 

frequency, intensity, or largeness of 
attention. 
• For example, writing down a task 

encourages you to pay far more attention 
to it than speaking about the task, thus 
increasing your attention density for it.



Keeping the Brain Concentrated
• How do you get people to pay attention 

to the future you desire them to live into? 
• One of the most powerful way is to 

collaborate with them. 
• The brain is eminently social. 
• If you get a change you desire linked to 

the social world, you’re on the right 
track, and you can inspire people to 
support you on the way to the future you 
are building.



Keeping the Brain Concentrated
• Ideas and brain circuits come alive in 

conversation. 
• Creating systems and processes that 

allow you to talk about a project or idea 
regularly can be as simple as bringing up 
the idea one a week, and having people 
share their thoughts about it. 
• Use the picture of a new future to start 

conversations.



W h a t  i s  a  f u t u r e  y o u  d e s i r e  t h a t  i s  s o  
c o m p e l l i n g  a n d  s i g n i fi c a n t  f o r  y o u  

t h a t  y o u  a r e  a b l e  
t o  f o c u s  o n  i t  f o r  t h e

l o n g  r u n ?



Romans 12:2
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect.
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